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Foreword

This glossary contains medical terminology, specifically related to cancer, developed by and for people of the Sahtd regions. The K’ash6 Got'jné Charter Community, Tulit'a Dene
Band, Goba Group, and Government of the Northwest Territories Department of Health and Social Services, with financial support from the Canadian Partnership Against Cancer,
partnered to create this resource, providing language to speak productively about cancer.

The desire to establish cancer terminology in Sahtu dialects was initiated by the community of Fort Good Hope and the Goba Group in 2013 and followed up with a workshop in Fort
Good Hope in 2016. From January 19-21, 2016 a group of 13 language speakers and Elders, representing each of the Sahti communities, gathered to discuss how to speak about
cancer in the Sahtu dialects. Ms. Lucy Ann Yakeleya served as interpreter/translator and the Cancer Care Coordinator from Stanton Territorial Hospital provided cancer expertise.
Fibbie Tatti joined the project as a second interpreter/translator shortly after the terminology development workshop.

On January 31, 2017, another workshop was held in the community of Tulit’a to review and validate the translated terminology.

This resource is developed for the Sahtu, by the Sahtu. Participants and partners have expressed their desire to continue developing cancer terminology in the region. For this
reason, this resource is being released in a draft format to communities so they may continue to build on the terms identified in this glossary.

This project was not possible without the efforts and contributions of the workshop participants who shared their expertise, and the interpreter/translators who captured the

information.

Interpreter/Translators:
Lucy Ann Yakeleya (Yellowknife)
Fibbie Tatti (Yellowknife)

Community Participants:

Alice Bernard (Tulit’a)

Alphonsine McNeely (Fort Good Hope)
Andrew John Kenny (Déline)
Camillia Tutcho (Déljne)

Cecile MacCauley (Tulit’a)
Charlotte Menacho (Tulit’a)
Edward Oudzi (Norman Wells)
Florence Barnaby (Fort Good Hope)
Frank Andrew (Tulit’a)

Frank Horassi (Tulit’a)

Frank Yallee (Tulit’a)

Frederick Andrew Jr. (Tulit’a)

Gabe Kochon (Fort Good Hope)
Hyancinthe Kochon (Colville)

John Blancho Sr. (Colville)

Joseph Bernard (Tulit’a)

Judy Lafferty (Fort Good Hope)

Lucy Jackson (Fort Good Hope)
Mable Martin (Tulit’a)

Margaret McDonald (Norman Wells)
Mary-Ann Clement (Tulit’a)

Melinda Laboucan (Fort Good Hope)
Nellie Bavard (Tulit’a)

Norman Andrew (Tulit’a)

Roy Horassi (Tulit’a)

Sally Ann Tatti (Tulit’a)

Thomas Manuel (Fort Good Hope)



TERM ENGLISH DEFINITION FORT GOOD HOPE TULIT’A DIALECT DEL[NE DIALECT LITERAL (BACK) TRANSLATION
DIALECT
When the cells in your body grow | ?éyai nezgle Eyaa nezéle Eyaa nezfle Bad disease/sickness
Cancer
out of control and cause harm
TERM ENGLISH DEFINITION FORT GOOD HOPE TULIT’A DIALECT DEL[NE DIALECT LITERAL (BACK) TRANSLATION
DIALECT
Active Keeping track of the changesina | ?ey12éyal nezgle hjka dene Eyaa nezfle ka dene ghanagida | Ey1 eyaa nezdle ka dene ghanakida | They check people for cancer
Surveillance person’s body by doing tests and | gharakeyida
exams
Aggressive A tumour or disease that grows ?éyal nezdle denéyage fori Eyaa nez¢le whir1 denekwétah | Eyaa nez¢le denekwétah whiri Cancer that spreads in body fast
quickly. 20né 2at’) 20né 2at’] 20né 2at’j
Anaesthesia Using drugs to stop the feeling of | Dene kjdardhta goraidi Dene geneté ageh?] gonadi Dene edeneté gonaidi The medicine used to put person to
pain in the body. Used during sleep
surgery
Benign Not harmful Nay1 t'ahs) hokjhz9 begho ?ahsj neshie hogogihz9 begho Noayi t'ahsi haogih?9 begho What they found in you is not
2agodadile gonejjle k’éonejjle harmful
Biopsy Remove a small tissue from inside | ?éyai nezgle hjka denets’e Eyaa nez¢le ka goghaguhda gha | Eyaa nez¢le ka denets’e t’ahsj Something small is taken from the
the body to look for sickness t’ahsj hisele kihshu t’ahsj nesélia net’a hekihchu netsile hagihchu body
Body Scan Take an x-ray of the bones Denew’éné 2edjhtt’é kihshu Denep’ené z1htt’é gihchu Denekw’ené 2erjhtt’é gihchu Picture taken of the body
Bowel Discharge of waste from body Béhé kats’ededa Béhd kats’ereda Béhd kats’ereda When the food goes out
Movement

Brain Cancer

Cancer of the brain

Denefigh¢ 2éyai nezgle 2ahet’e

Denepighgyie eyaa nezgle ot'e

Denekwighdyil eyaa nezdle
ot'e

Cancer in a person’s brain

Brain Scan X-ray of the brain Denefigh¢ zedjhtt’é kihshu Denepigh¢ zerjhtt’é gihchu Denekwigh¢ 2erjhtt’é gihchu Picture taken of the brain
Carcinogen Substance that causes cancer T’ahs) dza 2ahet’e xOht'é 2éya1 | T’ahsj dza ot’e gharé eyaa T’ahsi dza ot’e hoht'é eyaa nezdle Something bad, causes cancer
nezdle dene 2ah?) nezdle dene 2ah?| dene zah?]
Cell Basic unit of life Bét’'aré gots’dd1 deneféta Bet’aré nez¢ gots’adi gha Bet’aré gots’adi denekwétah ot’e In the body, how one lives.
2ahet’e denepétah ot'e
Cervix Part of a women'’s reproductive Boabi gots’e gohl) dahk’é Boabi goht) dahk’s Babi gots’e gohty dahk’s Where you were born from
system
Chemotherapy | A treatment of drugs that Kkills ?éyal nezdle 20né zawoda ch’a | Eyaa nezdle 20né 2ade ch’a naidi | Eyaa nezdle 20né 2aghode ch’a Medication used to prevent cancer

cancer, can also kill healthy cells

raidi hé dene ghalakeyeda

t'a dene ghalageda

naidi hd dene ghalakeda

from spreading
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Colon The longest part of the large Denets’d hishai/?edé Denets’ds necha Denets’i necha Big intestine
intestine
Colonoscopy | A test to examine inside of the ?1dikoné hé déts’s denéya ?1diikoné t'a denets’iyie denets’i | ?idiikoné hd deneyil denets’ Look inside the rectum and colon
large intestine gakeyeda ghakeda goghageda through a lighted tube
Colostomy Opening that is created by surgery. | Bét’akats’ededa gogha yawé Bét’'a kats’ereda gha yaws dene | Bét'a kats’ereda gogha yuwd dene | Bag that is attached to person to
It connects the colon to a bag on denek’e wehto k’s whehto k’sa wehto collect stool
the outside of the body to collect
stool
Cone Biopsy Sample of tissue taken from cervix | Babi géhl1 dahk’é gots’e t'’ahs) | Babi gohh dahk’s 2ahsj Babi gohh dahk’s gots’e t’ahsj Taken from place where baby is born
to be examined ghakeyuda gha kihshu goghakuda gha gihchu ghaguda gha gihchu to be examined
?erihtt’é gihchu gharé denéyii
CT Scan Take a picture of inside to look for | ?edjhtt'é kihshu gharé denéya | ?jhtt’é gihchu gharé denézhie t’ahsj eyaa ka genjwe Picture taken to look for illness
any abnormal growth t'ahs)/2éyai1 hjka kenjwe t'ahsj ka genjwe
Diagnosis Identifying a disease or illness Yer1 zeyai dene zahehwe Ayi1 eyaa denepéta ot'e Ayi1 eyaa denekwétah ot’e Identifying what sickness a person
from symptoms hegokjhz9 hegogihzo hegogih?29 has
Endoscope Tube with a light is use to look TYu hjghale 191 21dik¢né hé TYuh 2idiikoné belp whezo t'a TYuh neghale 19 2idiitkdéné hd Narrow string/tube with tip light
inside the body at the internal denéya gakeyeda denezhie goghageda deneyil goghageda
organs
Family History | The medical history of a person’s | Dene hégot'ine 2eyai doots’aza | Dene hdot'ineks gozeyaa edehd | Dene hdot'ine eyaa hyjdots’aza Bringing family sickness forward
family, including mother, father, ts’aza
brother, sister and grandparents
Fatigue Feeling very tired or not having Rihtats’andwi Njtats’enéwi Néts’erétj/Nihtets’eréwi Tired, fatigue
energy
FIT A test that checks for blood in the | ?éya1 nezfle rakuls nidé zedélé | Eyaa nezdleka gaguda gha njdé | Eyaa nezdle naguli njdé edelé ka bé | They take stool sample to check for
stool. It is used to screen for hjka dékats’ededa kihshu edelé ka bét’a kats’ereda hd kats’ereda hegihchu blood
Colorectal Cancer hagihchu
H. pylori Causes inflammation and ulcers in | ?éyai ts'120né denesho Eyaa ts’eh?0né denecho Eyaa ts’eh?0né denecho Stomach disease which causes
the stomach and small intestine kéteoderila kateoritte kdtaoderitte inflammation
Immune The cells and organs in your body | Deneféta yer1 2éyai k’'eranét’e | Denepétah ayi eyaa gha Denekwétah ayi eyaa gha In the body disease fighters there are
system that protects the body from illness. | gohly kK’dnaréhtse gohly kK’dnaréht’e gohl)
Inoperable A disease or tumour that cannot | Ts’6nét’e hé duyé dene tazjge | Suri dene gha horilat’a duw3 Ts’6rét’é /horila hd dawd dene Because of delicate location, surgery

be treated with surgery.

dene tazjt’a

nat’a(tazt’a)

not possible
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Intravenous Into a vein Datjtt'ulé gharé t'ahs) deneféta | Daetjtt'ilé t'a denepétah asj Daetjtt'ulé gharé t’ahsi denekwétah | With needle line they put (things)
2akah?) 2agahz] 2agohz] into the body
Leukemia Cancer in the blood Denedéléta 2éyai nezdle Denedelétah eyaa nezdle gohh Denedelétah eyaa nezdle Cancer of the blood
Lumpectomy | Surgical removal of a breast Denet’6iya t'ahs) réhsho Denet’dyie t’ahsi néhsho Denet’dyi1 t'ahs{ néhsho kageht’a Person’s breast, something that has
tumour kakidehwi kagifeh grown, they cut out.
Magnetic Another type of test used to look Dendya 2edjhtt’é hishu Deneyie zerjhtt’é gihchu Deneyil zerjhtt’é gihchu gosatsgoné | Machine used to take internal
Resonance at the organs and tissue inside the | gosaséné gosatsgné pictures of people
Imaging body. It uses magnetic force to
(MRI) take pictures.
Malignant Is harmful, cancer. Ndys t'ahs) heokjhz9 2ey12éya1 | Nayie t'ahsj hegut'o sj) la eyaa Noyil t'ahsj haguit'o sji la eyaa What they found in you is cancer
nezdle haiyazahet’e nezfle ot'e nezdle zot’'e
Mammogram | An x-ray picture of the breast Denet’6i 2edjhtt’é kihshu Denet’6 21htt’é gihchu Denet’6 zerjhtt’é gihchu Person’s breast, picture they take
Mastectomy Surgical removal of the whole Denet’6i lahot’e kakedahwi Denet’6 etaot’e kagjhfe Denet’6 etaot’e kagarahwho Person’s breast, they completely cut
breast out
Medical A record of someone’s risk factors, | Dene 2éyaihjljk$é dene Dene eyaahjlik¢ dene ?1htt’é Dene eyaahjlik¢ dene z2erjhtt'é wela | The papers they have on people at
History symptoms, and past medical 2edjhtt’é wela whela the medical centre
events or illness
Melanoma A type of cancer found on your Denefé2gné 2éyai nezdle Denepé k’a eyda nezfle Denekwé 2¢0ne denet'uwé k’a eyda | Cancer of the skin
skin heogjh?0 nezjle
Metastasis When cancer spreads from its ?ey1 2€éyal nezdle 20né 23ja Eyaa nezfle 20né denepétah aja | Ey1 eyaa nezdle 20né aja The cancer has spread
original site.
Oncology The study of cancer 2ey1 2€éyal nezdle wayl Eyaa nez¢le wae haogaruhzha Ey1 eyaa nezdle wae haogaruhzha | They work to know more about
kioduhsha gha kighalayeda gha yek’s eghalageda gha yeghalageda cancer
Operable When the disease or tumour that | Dule gogha dene taz)ge Dule gogha dene tazjt’a Dule gogha dene tazet’a Possible to have surgery

can be treated with surgery
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Palliative » Improves quality of life for Dakéjan) gots’é kuhini k’¢é Dagude gots’é gonj k’9 nezd Dageja gots’é gonj k'9 gok’dgadi Depending what happens to them
Care patients and their families kuk’égddi goghalageda (hodi) they are looked after according to
facing serious illness that how they like
cannot be cured.
» Helps to limit and prevent
suffering and pain.
» Supports all aspects of life
(physical, mental, emotional,
spiritual and social)
» Can also be used during end of
life care
Pap Smear A swab of sample taken from the Boabi géhl) dahk’é gots’e t’ahs) | Babi gdht) go28hk’ 2ahsj gihchu | Babi géht; dahk’ gots’e t’ahsj Baby born place, something is taken.
cervix kihshu gihchu
Platelet Type of cell in the blood that helps | Denedéléta begharé denedélé | Denedélétah begharé 2ats’asht’d | Denedélétah begharé denedélé In the blood there is something to
blood to clot 20d3dht’d gohl) gohh 20daht’d gdhh help blood to clot
Polyp Growth found in the colon or T’ahs) denéya denets’d hé dene | Denezhie denets’i hd Deneyil denets’i hd Something grows inside person’s
rectum 2ekadifélé k'e raya denek’arihpelé k’a 2ahsj nahzha | denek’arihkwelé k’a t'ahsj naya intestine
Prognosis Chance of cure or cancer coming Dats’ut’é sj kenyjwe gho dene Dats’ut’é gonuve gha dene ts’é | Dats’ut’é gha genjwe sj) gho dene They tell you how they think you will
back hégokede gogede hégogede be
Radiation High energy x-rays to kill cancer ?idikoné hé judeni 2éyai ?1idiikoné t'a eyaa nezdle k's ?1diik¢né t'a ode eyaa nezodle Treating cancer with light
cells and shrink tumours. nezdle ghalakeyeda goghalageda ghalageda
Recurrence Chance of cancer coming back ‘?éyal nezdle dene 2arawola Eyaa nez(le anaode gha Eyaa nez(le dene anaodle naguli A chance of getting cancer again
ragudi hdnaguls
Remission Tests, physical exams and scans Hjdu gogha z2ey1 2éyai nezdle Edudh gogha eyaa nezfle whule | Hyduh gogha ey1 eyda nezdle wile The cancer is gone for now
show that all signs of cancer are hule
gone.
Risk Factor Something that increases the Yer1 begharé zey1 2éyai nezgle | Ayi1 dahgharé eyaa nezéle Ayi1 dahgharé ey1 eyaa nezdle alé The possible causes of people getting
chance of developing a disease. dene zale ragudi edagho handots’ula dene ts’é ndudi cancer
Screening Test done on a well person Dene begoyizale 2éyai hjka Dene bets’] asj handots’ulile kuli | Dene beghg?)?ale eyaa ka keghdeda | Test for person with no ailment,

kighdyeda

yeghdkeda

illness.
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Side Effects Effects of a medical treatment or Dagoghalakeyjda ts'12¢né Dagogha dene ghalageda eyn Dagogha dene ghalageda ts’eh?2gné | What can happen to them from what
procedure (hair loss, nausea, loss | kugha dagght’e ts’eh?0né dene gha dagoht’e gogha dagdht’e was done to them
of appetite)
Stage How much cancer is in the body ?ey1 2€éyal nezdle daradedéhse | Eyaa nezgle danaréhtse gharé Ey1 eyaa nezdle danaréhtse gharé By the severity of cancer they have a
and where it is located(size of gharé kizudita hat’) yoagarehtah gat’} bezerehtah gat’} number for it
tumour, if cancer has spread to
other parts of the body)
Surgery Operation Denetaz)ge Denetaz)t’a Denetazet’a Person get surgery/cut
Symptoms A change that a person feels in ?éyal ts'120né 2eddts’adddi Eyaa ts’eh?0né eddts’aradi Eyaa ts’eh?0né eddts’aradi What a person feels due to illness
their body that may be due to
disease or illness
Tumour Growth of cells Dule gogha denetazjge Denezhie t'ahsj nahzha ey11 gha | Deneyii t'ahsi nays dule begha For person to get surgery
dile denetazet’a denetazet’a
Tumour A substance found in the blood, Dats’it’e kokeduhsha gha dene | Dats’ut’e gogha kuruhsha Dats’jt’e haogeruhsha gha denets’e | To find out how a person is doing,
Marker urine or body tissue that is ts’e t’ahs) kihshu genjwe gha denets’e t'ahsj t’ahsf hagihchu samples are taken
measured to help identify cancer. gihchu
Ultrasound A test that takes images of the Saséné denek’e hek’jnakahdi Satsgné t'a denebé K’'e Satsgné dene k’a hok’dnagahdi Pictures are taken with machine
inside of the body using sound gharé dendya gozedjhtt’é hek’dnagohtse gharé dene zhie | gharé deneyii gozerihtt’é gihchu which they move on body
wave kihshu 2erthtt’é gihchu
X-ray Picture taken of body parts ?idikoné hé dene 2edjhtt’é ?1diikoné t'a dene 2erjhtt’é ?1diikoné hd dene 2erjhtt’é gihchu | They take picture.

kihshu

gihchu




